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SAHODAYA PREBOARD EXAMINATION - 2023-24 
 

 Please check that this question paper contains 11 printed pages. 

 Set number given on the right-hand side of the question paper should be written on the title page of the 

answer book by the candidate. 

 Check that this question paper contains 13 questions. 

 Write down the Serial Number of the question in the left side of the margin before attempting it. 

 15 minutes time has been allotted to read this question paper. The question paper will be distributed 15 

minutes prior to the commencement of the examination. The students will read the question paper only 

and will not write any answer on the answer script during this period. Students should not write 

anything in the question paper. 

CLASS-XII 

ENGLISH CORE (Code No. 301) 
  Time allowed: 3 Hrs.                                   Maximum Marks: 80 

General Instructions:  

1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING and LITERATURE.  

2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 

SECTION A: READING SKILLS (22 MARKS) 

Reading Comprehension Through Unseen Passages 

1. Read the following text.                                                                                                    12 marks 

a. In this jet age, everyone is interested in having an easy life. Thanks to the advancement in science 

and technology, these days life has become more easy and comfortable than earlier with a lot of 

domestic gadgets as well as instantaneous food recipes available in the market. This has resulted 

in making people develop a mindset of having everything immediately without waiting for even 

at the traffic signals! 

b. A piano teacher described an interesting encounter she had with a young lady who came to inquire 

about music lessons. The young lady asked her, “How long will this course take? My father tells 

me that it is in fashion now to be able to play musical instruments and that I should learn one 

quickly. I want something that will be quick, fast and easy, like... .” When the amused teacher 

explained that it would take a lifetime of meticulous practice to learn music, her face fell and, 

needless to say, she never came back. 

c. The single most important factor that distinguishes those of us who succeed in any venture from 

those of us who don’t is this ‘instant-coffee’ attitude. Most of us want results quickly. We want to 

reach the top immediately and get worked up when things go wrong. Perseverance and patience 
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are forgotten words. We get upset, frustrated and angry when a skill or activity requires us to put 

in a lot of effort and time. We get dejected and want to give it up. 

d. Success, real success and happiness come to those who have a ‘bread-making’ attitude. Those who 

are willing to knead the dough, wait for hours for it to rise only to punch it down and knead some 

more, wait for another couple of hours for it to rise again, then bake it before it is ready to be eaten. 

Nothing is instantaneous. For every endeavour — whether in the area of career, academics, music, 

sports, relationships, physical fitness or even in spirituality — it is a long arduous journey. 

e. The major problem with these ‘instant-coffee’ solutions is that they are invariably short-lived. If 

we stubbornly refuse to give up this search for quick solutions, all we do is end up on the wrong 

track. We never gain anything lasting from them. However, if we just pause to analyse what we 

are doing, we will realize how much time we are wasting searching for such magical solutions 

which simply do not exist. We actually save time when we stop this futile search and accept the 

proven methods of treading the straight and narrow path however difficult it may seem initially. 

(437 words) 

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above. 

i. Complete the sentence by choosing an appropriate option.                                                                1 

   According to the author, modern life can be compared to the jet age due to _______________. 

   A. everything being fast, easy and comfortable. 

   B. availability of domestic gadgets. 

   C. advancement in science and technology. 

   D. instantaneous food recipes. 

ii. Comment on the writer’s reference to the traffic signals in paragraph one, as a social problem for 

Indian society.                                                                                                                  1 

iii. The author gives a reference to an anecdote between a piano teacher and a young lady who wished 

to learn music. List two reasons why the deal fell through.                                  2 

   1. __________. 

   2. __________. 

iv. The writer would not agree with the given statements based on paragraph three, EXCEPT 

________________________________.                                                                                           1 

  A.  Getting worked up will help you succeed in any venture. 

  B.  Perseverance and patience are nevertheless prized by some. 

  C.  Excessive effort and time make us unruffled. 

  D.  We give up a little too soon on ventures. 

v. For every endeavour—whether in the area of career, academics, music, sports, relationships, physical 

fitness or even in spirituality—it is a long arduous journey.                                                                2 

     Based on your understanding of paragraph four, list one major reason in about 40 words why the 

author labels the journey of every endeavour in life ‘arduous.’                                                                                                  
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vi. Why is it fair to say that adopting a ‘bread-making’ attitude in life is a sure-shot recipe for real success 

and happiness and both go hand-in-hand?                                                           2 

vii. Complete the given sentence with an appropriate inference, with respect to the following: The writer 

quotes the example of the ‘instant-coffee’ attitude (Paragraph 3), in order to _________.                 1 

viii. Read the following options from (i) to (vi).                                                                                         1 

(i) Popular                                      (ii) practical                                   (iii) unfeasible                            

(iv) naïve                                        (v) viable                                       (vi) empirical 

Identify the option/options that describes/describe solutions as given in paragraph 5.            

                                   

A. (ii), (v), (vi)                  B. (iv), (v), (vi)             C. (ii), (iii), (iv)                         D. only (ii) 

 

ix. Select the most suitable title for the above passage.                                                                            1 

A. The ‘Instant- coffee’Attitude  B. The ‘Bread- making’Attitude 

C. The Magic of Quick Solutions  D. The Mirage of Instant Results 

2.  Read the following text.                                                                                                           10 marks 

1.  Social media marketing is now the modern and innovative way of doing business specifically in service 

marketing, as marketers move from one strategy to another, looking for the right innovative strategy 

to improve their brand health. Social media capabilities are the birth of platforms such as YouTube, 

Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and Pinterest. This has become the new and attractive way as the world 

has become a global entity and there is wide coverage of information dissemination shared through 

social media. 

2.  The modern-day consumers, especially millennials are increasingly using online tools, for example, 

blogs, ‘Facebook’, and YouTube to share their opinions about products and services they consume. 

The rise in internet accessibility and availability of smartphones has led to the new form of what is 

known as Electronic World of Mouth (EWOM). Social media has become the new growth strategy of 

any company that wishes to realise growth and have a mark in this new and uptight market. 
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3.  The start of the century introduced new technology innovation, and social media platforms, which to 

name a few Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Pinterest, provide users with a variety of communication 

tools at their disposal. This innovation has embodied most of what we have come to define as social 

media since 2000, and it is not showing any signs of slowing down. (220 words) 

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.   

i. Write about the author’s intention of saying, ‘marketers move from one strategy to another’. 

(within 40 words)           2 

ii. Choose from the below the right answer to state the result of social media capabilities. 1 

A. Invention of a new and attractive way in which the world has become a single entity. 

B. Creation of a new and attractive way in which the world has become a global entity. 

C. It has created a world of virtual and real identities 

D. All of the above 

iii. Which of the following statements is true in the context of the passage?                         1 

A. The modern-day consumers especially millennials are increasingly using online tool. 

B. The modern-day consumers especially millennials are decreasingly using online tool. 

C. The modern-day consumers especially millennials are increasingly using offline tool. 

D. The modern-day consumers especially millennials are decreasingly using offline tool. 

iv. Analyse how the rise in Internet accessibility and availability of smartphones has made 

communication better. (within 40 words)                                                     2 

v. In the given figure, the US population using Pinterest continuously throughout the day is 

________. (fill the blank with the correct percentage)                                                                 1                                           

vi. Choose the most appropriate option showing the correct platform born out of social media 

capabilities?                                   1 

i. YouTube  ii. Facebook      iii. Twitter        iv. EWOM 

A. i, iii & iv  B. Only iii  C. ii, iii & iv  D. i, ii & iii 

vii. Explain the given acronym –EWOM and the reason leading to it.     1 

viii. From the given figure, compare the data for users accessing the platforms “continuously 

throughout the day” and name the two social media platforms showing the least difference in 

percentage between them.                                                                                                             1                           

SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (18 MARKS) 

Note : All details presented in the questions are imaginary and created for assessment purpose. 

3.  Attempt ANYONE of two, in about 50 words.                  4 

 A. Your school is going to organize a week-long tree plantation programme in and around the school 

beginning from 2nd February, 2024. Draft a notice for the students of Std VIII-XII to participate as 

volunteers by registering their names. Give all the necessary details. You are swagat/sukanya, the 

captain of your school.  
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OR 

B.  You are Jairam Reddy, the Head of the English Club. On the occasion of the International Day of 

English Language, your school has decided to organize English Week. You are required to call a 

meeting of the office bearers of the English Language Club to plan arrangements for the event. Draft a 

notice for the same. 

4.  Attempt ANYONE of two, in about 50 words.                                                                                    4 

A.  You are Natasha/Nitesh, the president of Rotary Club, BBSR, which is organizing a workshop on 

“Women Empowerment” on 30 January 2024. Draft a formal invitation to invite Prof. P. Satapathy, 

a famous Litterateur from Utkal University as the Chief Speaker for the workshop.  

OR 

B.  Write a formal reply to Mr. and Mrs. Jain accepting the invitation to attend the birthday of their son 

Raj. You are Ashok/Anwesha of N/1-170, Nayapalli, BBSR. 

5.  Attempt ANY ONE of two, in about 120-150 words.                                                                                     5 

A.  A) You are Anjali, residing at B-94, Township Road, Sunabeda. You come across the following 

classified advertisement in a local daily. Write a letter applying for the position of a volunteer for the 

Each One Teach One Campaign. 

                                                              SITUATION VACANT 

Wanted committed volunteers, 18 years and above, to teach underprivileged children, for one hour 

a week, in the district of Koraput. ability to speak, read and write Odia fluently. Experience not 

necessary. All volunteers to receive training. Contact: N. Nayantara, Coordinator, Each One Teach 

One, Koraput, Odisha -764045 

OR 

B.  You are Shivam Acharya, a student of a reputed Engineering College residing at M-44, Rajiv Nagar, 

Indore. You are worried to see the increasing use of single-use plastic carry bags in your city. Write a 

letter to the editor of a local daily sharing your concern and provide alternative solutions to the growing 

menace. 

6.  Attempt ANY ONE of the two in about 120-150 words.      5 

A.  You are Abhishek / Anubha studying in Plato Public School, New Delhi. While commuting for your 

school every day, you find many of your school boys and girls taking free lift from the passing cars, 

which you don’t like. Write an article on ‘The Evils of Hitch-hiking’ for publication in your school 

magazine. You may take the help of the following hints. 

- the habit of taking free lifts from the passing cars is fraught with dangerous consequences.  

- do not know who the persons offering them lift are.  

- so many cases of kidnapping, molestation, murder etc.  

- The habit should be discouraged  

- Many are duped and ill-treated by anti-social elements  
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OR 

  B.  You are Manzil/Mansa of class XII, Smarak International School, Chandigarh. Your school has 

adopted a village as a social responsibility. Students are being taken to teach the children of that village 

on a regular basis. Inventing all necessary details, write a report to be published in a newspaper on the 

various other major programmes organized there during the trips throughout the year. You may take 

ideas from the points given below. 

- Selected students from each standard are taken there every weekend, during school hours to impart 

knowledge.  

- Free books and stationery are being provided for quality education.  

- Children are given time to spend with each other, play games and interact.  

- Apart from the educational needs, special care is devoted to hygiene and sanitation.  

- Girls are being given awareness on the importance of menstrual hygiene as well.  

- Various talent hunts have been organised leaving everyone impressed.  

SECTION C: 

 LITERATURE TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLEMENTARY READING TEXT (40 marks) 

7.  Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two.      6 

A.  For once on the face of the Earth  

let’s not speak in any language,  

let’s stop for one second,  

and not move our arms so much.  

It would be an exotic moment without rush,  

without engines  

we would all be together  

in a sudden strangeness.    (Keeping Quiet) 

i.  The tone of the poet in the above extract is….         1 

A. Urging                      B. Commanding                  C. Preaching                D. Imposing 

ii.  The poetic device in the phrase ‘sudden strangeness’ is oxymoron. State whether the statement is 

TRUE/FALSE.                                                                                                                                      1 

iii. List any two benefits of practicing keeping quiet for humans.                                                            1 

iv.   When the poet says that ‘let’s not speak in any language ‘he means______. (Complete in ONE 

word only)                                                                                                                                          1                                                                                                                        

v. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given 

below.                           1 

1. The poet talks about the need of silence and quiet introspection  

2. Practicing this, would create a feeling of mutual understanding among human beings. 

A. (1) can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot.  

B. (2) can be inferred from the extract but (1) cannot.  

C. Both (1) and (2) can be inferred from the extract.  

D. (2) is the reason for (1) and can be inferred from the extract. 
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   vi. The poet refers to the moment as ‘exotic’ because _____________. (Complete the sentence with a 

valid explanation)                                                                                                                              1 

OR 

B. It is in the news that all these pitiful kin 

Are to be bought out and mercifully gathered in  

To live in villages, next to the theatre and the store, 

Where they won’t have to think for themselves anymore, 

While greedy good doers, beneficent beasts of prey, 

Swarm over their lives enforcing benefits 

That are calculated to soothe them out of their wits, 

And by teaching them how to sleep, they sleep all day, 

Destroy their sleeping at night the ancient way.                                  (A Roadside Stand) 

i. Why won’t the ‘pitiful kin’ have to think about themselves anymore?    1 

ii. State the line/phrase which expresses the poet’s sarcasm.    1 

iii. Which one of the following statements is NOT substantiated by the information given in the 

stanza?    1 

1. The city folk will have a good night sleep depriving them of their own sleep. 

2. The city dwellers would exploit the innocent rural folks for their personal gains. 

3. The influential rich will have all sufficient offers to trap the polished traffic. 

4. The cunning city dwellers always aim to deceive the rural folks. 

5. The city people would surround the rural people for their selfish gains and interest.   

A. Only option 5         C. Only option 3         B. Only option 2                         D. Options 2 & 5 

iv. The phrase “beneficent beasts of prey” in the extract is referred to the country folks for their 

selfish and greedy nature. State whether the given statement is TRUE/FALSE.                         1 

v. “Teaching them how to sleep” refers to __________________    1 

vi. The speaker in the given stanza feels __________ towards the rural people.    1 

A. overwrought                     B. crazy                    C. neglected                     D. apathetic 

8.  Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two.   4 

A.  Sometimes I think Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new corridors and staircases like 

roots. There’s probably along tunnel that nobody knows about feeling its way under the city right 

now, on its way to Times Square, and maybe another to Central Park. And maybe - because for so 

many people through the years Grand Central has been an exit, a way of escape - maybe that’s how 

the tunnel I got into…But I never told my psychiatrist friend about that idea. (The Third Level) 

i. The tone of the author is………..                                                                             1 

A) solemn and surprising B) sarcastic and mocking 

C) sympathetic and sorrowful.      D) alarming and assertive  
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ii. Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new corridors and staircases like roots      

means___________________________.                                                                                      1 

iii. ‘Grand Central is growing like a tree.’ The figure of speech used in the expression is ________. 1       

iv. The airplane is in the air now and heading towards the city.  Replace the underlined part with a 

suitable phrase from the given extract.                                                                                           1 

OR 

B .  “I wondered, Your Excellency,” Sadao murmured. 

      “It was certainly very careless of me,” the General said. “But you understand it was not lack of 

patriotism or dereliction of duty.” He looked anxiously at his doctor. “If the matter should come out 

you would understand that, wouldn’t you?” 

      “Certainly, Your Excellency,” Sadao said. He suddenly comprehended that the General was in the 

palm of his hand and that as a consequence he himself was perfectly safe. “I can swear to your loyalty, 

Excellency,” he said to the old General, “and to your zeal against the enemy”. (The Enemy) 

i. Pick the option that best describes the word ‘zeal’ as used in the passage.                                      1 

  1. Vigor                        2. Apathy                                      3. Integrity 

  4. Passion                     5. Indifference                              6. Callousness 

 A. 2, 3 and 6             B. 1, 4 and 5  C. 2, 4 and 6  D. 1, 3 and 4 

ii. The General did not send his private assassins to silently kill the enemy soldier. This suggests that 

he was not careless but preoccupied with the thoughts of his own____________.                           1                                            

iii. At the end of the conversation with the General, Sadao felt safe and _________. (Fill in the blank 

with a suitable word)                                       1 

iv. Write the reason briefly why Dr. Sadao suddenly felt that General was in the palm of his hand.    1         

9.  Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two.     6 

A. “If at the end of the day we can feed our families and go to bed without an aching stomach, we would 

rather live here than in the fields that gave us no grain,” say a group of women in tattered saris when I 

ask them why they left their beautiful land of green fields and rivers. Wherever they find food, they pitch 

their tents that become transit homes. Children grow up in them, becoming partners in survival. And 

survival in Seemapuri means rag-picking. Through the years, it has acquired the proportions of a fine 

art. Garbage to them is gold. It is their daily bread, a roof over their heads, even if it is a leaking roof. 

But for a child it is even more. (Lost Spring) 

i. Select the option that completes the given sentence appropriately.     1 

   The children in the given extract are _____. 

A. Ragpickers    B. Studying in a school  

C. Working in a bangle industry D. Studying in M Hamel’s class 

ii. Garbage to them is gold means______________________.   (Explain in one line)                          1 
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iii. Select the correct option to fill in the blank.        1 

These children living in Seemapuri grow in ______________________ 

A. Slums   B. Transit homes C. Open space  D. Foster homes 

iv. Write how rag-picking through the years has acquired the proportions of a fine art.                        1 

v. According to the author, the meaning of garbage for the adults and children in Seemapuri is 

different. Explain.           1 

vi. Complete the sentence with an appropriate explanation, as per the extract.    1 

The children, as per the extract, are partners in the survival of _______________________. 

OR 

B.  Perhaps there were also people, exotic, interesting people of whom he never spoke — it was possible, 

though he was quiet and didn’t make new friends easily. She longed to know them. She wished she could 

be admitted more deeply into her brother’s affections and that someday he might take her with him. 

Though their father forbade it and Geoff had never expressed an opinion, she knew he thought her too 

young. And she was impatient. She was conscious of a vast world out there waiting for her and she knew 

instinctively that she would feel as at home there as in the city which had always been her home. It 

expectantly awaited her arrival.      (Going Places) 

       i. Mention any two of Sophie’s characters from the extract.      1 

ii. ‘Geoff had never expressed an opinion’. What was Geoff’s opinion about Sophie?   1 

A. He thought she was too young and naive  

B. She was conscious of a vast world  

C. he was quiet and didn’t make new friends easily 

D. Her father was very rude 

iii. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given 

below.              1 

    1. Sophie is a daydreamer, who is always lost in her dreams of becoming rich and sophisticated.  

     2. Sophie hero worshipped Danny Casey  

A. 1 is the correct explanation of two  

B. Both 1 and 2 are correct but 1 is not the correct explanation of 2  

C. Both A and B are incorrect  

D. 1 and 2 are incorrect  

iv. ‘She wished she could be admitted more deeply into her brother’s affections.’ Explain  1 

  v.   Replace the underlined word with its synonym: - It expectantly awaited her arrival.             1 

  vi.  Complete the following statement: - In ‘Going Places’ Barton explores the theme of _______. 1 

10. Answer ANY FIVE of the following six questions in about 40-50 words   5 x 2=10 

i. The boss of Gemini Studios may not have much to do with Spender’s poetry. But not with   his ‘God  

that  failed’. Explain. (Poets & Pancakes)         

ii. ‘The battle of Champaran is won’. Interpret the statement in your own words. (Indigo)    
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iii. Imagine Aunt Jennifer’s day to day life and tell how women can be given their due regards at 

home. (Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers)   

iv. State the reasons why most celebrity writers hate to be interviewed.  (The Interview) 

v. Aging is a factor that is indispensable in our life. But it was too difficult to accept as seen in the life 

of Kamala Das when she had looked at her mother. Do you think the poet does not accept this 

philosophy of life and ruminates over the past? Elucidate. (My mother at Sixty-Six)   

vi. The peddler and Edla have taught the society that our approach and mentality determines our action 

and accordingly we are trapped or out of trap. Discuss (The Rattrap)  

11. Answer ANY TWO of the following questions in about 40-50 words.    2 x 2 = 4 

i. The story of The Tiger King reveals how the recklessness of man has led to the extinction of certain  

species of animals today. Elaborate in your own words. (The Tiger King)     

ii. How do you think Derry’s mother contributes to his sense of alienation and isolation?    

   (On the Face of It)   

iii. How is Antarctica a crucial element in the debate on climate change? (Journey to the End of the 

Earth) 

12.  Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in about 120-150 words.              5 

A.   After reading Keats’s ‘A Thing of Beauty’, Sneha deduced that the things that take away the sorrow 

which surrounds us from time to time can be a thing of beauty. Today while explaining Frost’s A 

Roadside Stand, the teacher said: “…that even a seemingly insignificant thing, like a tiny fruit shop, 

can have profound significance which can be related to beauty.” She is confused as to how can a shabby 

roadside stand be considered a thing of beauty. Sneha discusses this with her father over phone but he 

was unable to convince her. Imagining yourself Sneha’s father, compose a letter explaining your 

thoughts on the concept of beauty and consequently validating what the teacher taught. Support your 

response with reference to both the poems. 

You may begin this way: 

Dear Sneha 

        I appreciate your inquisitiveness that how could a shabby shop referred to in the poem, A Roadside 

Stand, which you read recently could be a thing of beauty... 

You may end this way: 

Although I wish to explain this in person, I have no better option than to explain you through this letter. 

I hope this explanation would be helpful to you. Please let me know if you still have doubts. Warmly, 

Dad. 
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OR 

B.  Deep water teaches a life lesson on self-confidence and living life to the full. Imagine yourself as 

William Douglas and prepare a lecture to be delivered to a group of uninitiated youth of your 

neighbourhood.  

You may begin like this…. 

Life cannot be imagined without challenges. It’s all in our attitude. We need to face adversities head-

on…… 

13.  Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words.      5 

A.  Mr. Lamb lives alone and keeps the doors of his garden open for all. Today a teenage boy called Derry 

entered his garden accidentally. He wanted to leave but Mr. Lamb coaxed him to stay and eventually, 

they entered into a conversation where he came to know how Derry was not liked by anyone. 

Imagining yourself Mr. Lamb, express the bond that united you with this boy in a diary entry. Also, 

account for the ways in which you consoled the boy and tried to inspire him to overcome the feeling 

of loneliness. 

You may begin like this: 

Date_______          Day__________        Time___________ 

Today I found a reflection of myself in that lad who had landed in my garden... 

OR 

B.  Imagine your school is organising a panel discussion on ‘Oppression and Its Evils.’ You are one of the 

speakers. As part of your address, you are required to reflect on the lessons and ideas you learnt from 

the story, ‘Memories of Childhood’. 

 

Draft the address. 

 

You may begin like this: 

 

Good morning ladies and gentlemen! It is a pleasure to be given an opportunity to speak today. I would 

like to begin by quoting James Baldwin, ‘Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can 

be changed until it is faced.’ Tolerating oppression in any form is… 

 


